
 

SEVENTH GRADE  

SUMMER READING SELECTIONS 2019 

 

Directions: Choose one of the following books for your summer reading assignment. Complete the 

graphic organizer as you read to monitor your understanding and prepare for an in-class assessment 

within the first few weeks of school. You will have time upon return to school to ask questions. 

A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park This is Sudanese tale of survival. The New York 

Times bestseller A Long Walk to Water begins as two stories, told in alternating sections, about two 

eleven-year-olds in Sudan, a girl in 2008 and a boy in 1985. The girl, Nya, is fetching water from a 

pond that is two hours’ walk from her home: she makes two trips to the pond every day. The boy, 

Salva, becomes one of the "lost boys" of Sudan, refugees who cover the African continent on foot 

as they search for their families and for a safe place to stay. Salva is a survivor and his story goes on 

to intersect with Nya’s in an astonishing and moving way. 

 

Tangerine by Edward Bloor 

Paul Fisher sees the world from behind glasses so thick he looks like a bug-eyed alien. But he’s not 

so blind that he can’t see there are some very unusual things about his family’s new home in 

Tangerine County, Florida. Where else does a sinkhole swallow the local school, fire burn 

underground for years, and lightning strike at the same time every day? The chaos is compounded 

by constant harassment from his football–star brother, and adjusting to life in Tangerine isn’t easy 

for Paul—until he joins the soccer team at his middle school. With the help of his new teammates, 

Paul begins to discover what lies beneath the surface of his strange new hometown. And he also 

gains the courage to face up to some secrets his family has been keeping from him for far too long. 

In Tangerine, it seems, anything is possible. 

 

A Step from Heaven by An Na 

When Young Ju is four years old, she learns that her family is leaving their small fishing village in 

Korea to live in Mi Gook. Young Ju has heard enough about Mi Gook to be sure the place they are 

moving to is paradise that she and her family are going to heaven.  After flying through the sky for a 

long time, Young Ju finds out that Mi Gook is actually a regular earthly place called America. And it 

doesn't feel at all like heaven. A Step from Heaven follows Young's life from the age of 4 all the way up 

until she is ready for college, as we watch her change from a hopeful girl into a hardened young 

adult. 



 


